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Booplo  of  Rare  }^0(foaolona».»«Pllota  (noTlgatcxra)  of  Cosnmatrta 

toy 

V,  Belikov 

Bow  then  shell  va  call  tham«  these  young  babies  with  eoccellent  health  and  idehti- 
cally  concluding  auto^^blographlea t  "registered  at  the  school  of  coandc  imple¬ 

ments  and  equlpaont  teetlDga»«*7  Testers?  But  the  tester,  at  the  time  of  out  Tisit* 
had  nl  implements  and  wore  no  ecjulpomt, except  of  a  rubber  bathing  cap  and  sviniiing 
gear*  Vhat  can  be  said,  a  poor  arsenal  for  a  eosmle  fro^nan^partielpatlng  in  the  dlf^ 
fioult  and  ocopla^c  experiinent  * 

Ihey  go  hand  In  hand,  these  two  profcsaions  -  cosmonaut  and  tester  •  they  tell  me* 
If  the  first  one  -  captain  of  the  starry  ocean,  whose  ship  Is  traTolUng  over 

an  unknown  (uncharted)  route,  the  second  one  is  the  pilot  (navigatcr)  who  caaes  to 
aid  in  proper  mononts.  Ihe  only  sign  for  the  navigator  is  the  waterway,  but  he  knows 
it  like  no  caae  else* 

But  where  do  they  study  this  cosndc  waterway?  not  already  in  orbit!  Of  ccurse 
net  there,  at  the  lab,  here  on  the  ^ound, 

Ihe  ocperlment  began  on  a  frosty  evenlng,vhen  the  tester  came  out  frea  the  ambalani 
at  the  well  known,  porch  of  tha  labor ttory.  Along  the  way  he  Joked  t 

I  am  perfectly  healthy,  it  eculd  not  be  any  better  but  to  work  I  go  in  an  amba» 
lanee*** 

But  this  has  been  decided  by  doctors  who  xoet  the  tester  at  the  lab  door,  a  lab 
fully  equipped  with  Icnow ledge ,taultiplled  by  tha  "senaltiTity*  f>ud  "penetrability*  of 
highly  complex  instrumenta.  Bow  many  timer  he  was  entangled  here  In  thla  rocn  wltb 
viroB-line A, suspended  from  the  ceiling,  x^Lnnlng  from  all  angleaj  the  entire  room 
was  filled  with  devioea  >  only  the  olloklng  of  switches  ecxxld  be  h«ard,and  in  the 
eyes  rippled  fran  signal  lights  and  face  plates.  But  the  dootora  serlcxisly  believo 
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that  'ihoy  now  know  about  hlo  argonlam,  lirnjn  uiul  foolin^ja  which  orq  greater  and  better 
than  tho  tenter  lii^oanelf*  Mort  lUco,  that  An  Junt  wo.  To  no  avail  Is  the  fact  that 
the  pens  ef  inotruments-aelf  recordoera  have  frcn  time  to  tiiae  brought  out  a  eunnlng 
relationship  of  electronic  "letters*  and  tho  portfolios  of  the  experiment or s  have 
swollen  up  with  tables  and  charts  of  medicinal  diagnoses* 

Tho  initial  state  of  your  henlt  is  well  known  to  ufi  *sald  to  him  the  leader  of 
tho  eiperimont  on  this  particular  evening.-  And  when  everything  is  done,  we  will 
ccmpore  data*  consider  them  vellt  and  something  of  cosndc  flights  of  tcanorraw  will 
bocoam  perceptible  to  us... But  right  now  you  undress,  get  Into  the  lab,  ve  shall  beginl 
The  tester  went  behind  tho  door  to  which  was  already  tacked  oa  a  graph  for  the 
dally  shift  of  porsonnal,  Scemono  of  tho  lab  workers  hung  cut  a  slgu  roadingi  "Eicperlmeni 
in  process  do  not  enter  •  • 

Before  I  was  allowed  to  enter  the  lab, the  doctors  (repeatedly  )  stated*  ycu  can-* 
not  rcsiBin  here  for  a  long  time.  The  interview  with  the  tester  will  be  a  very  brief 
one,  otherwise  you  will  bungle  our  entire  plan.  And  try  to  be  as  quiet  as  possible, 
noise  is  harmful  to  hiztu** 

In  tho  unlfom  light  of  luminescent  bulbs  one  cculd  see  acmethlng  suspended,' 
reminJbjig  from  a  distance  tho  bridge  of  a  ship*  narrow  laddera  leading  to  it, hand 
raile  and  two  larger  round  illuminstors  (vindowa),  beyond  which  a  dark^greeniafe  II7 
quid, penetrated  by  rays  of  hidded  projeetors. 

This  is  tho  baalA,  and  in  it  floats,  more  correctly, the  tester  lies  motionlessly 
up  to  his  neck  in  water* 

Vhat  for  is  the  screen  lUO/Ser  him?  I  inquired  In  a  whisper, after  taking  a  look 
into  the  llluminetcr  (vindov) 

Only  as  a  safety  moasure,  it  does  not  hold  him  up*  The  temjrarature  of  tho  liquid 
thoro  la  plus  34  decrees, exactly  such  o  degree  whore  the  trainee  feels  no  warmth  or 
cold.  Right  now  he  does  not  evsn  feel  his  own  body.  Hio  liquid  balsncoa  gravity*  almoet 
total  woightleoonass  aadats* 
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It  wu  fcuBd*  that  ho  has  no  bodyt  faeo*  generaUjr  nothing*  Ha  aa  if  eaaaad 
to  axtat*  Thia  foaling  cannot  ha  called  aa  pleeaant*  It  vas  rather  dajraaaiag.  Ha 
haa  litarally  diaaolTod  in  the  water*  which  ha  alao  did  net  feel*  lad  OTen  the  heart 
eaaaad  heart 

No*  theaa  worda  hawa  not  been  uttered  bjr  the  doetor*standing  in  line  with  naelt 
waa  tha  Poliah  writer  Stanialar  Lea  daaeribiag  in  ona  of  hla  femtasiaa^*  ha  waa  do- 
aerihing  the  atate  of  a  human  beings aulaaer gad  in  exactly  aueh  a  baaia.  Tha  hero  of  tha 
atoory  withstood  only  aewan  houra*  and  for  how  long  ia  the  trainee  already  f loatingt' 

Can  I  elinh  uprarda*  I  inguirod?  0  but  do  not  touch  hia«  you  will  dlatnrb 
tha  conditiena  of  tha  experiment* 

X  dark  browed  twenty  year  old  youngatar  mat  ny  glanoe  with  a  aurpriaad  amile* 

Hb  wondar  that  ecoradaa  in  the  training  achool  aent  beat  reiprda  to  bin  and  axpvaaaad 
thenaalTsa  bi^ily  about  hia^ 

How  are  they  doing  over  thara*he  literally  ahoota  the  guestiooa.Ihtently  I  tall 
him  of  all  the  news  that  happanad  thara* 

And  how  do  you  feel?  The  gaeation  came  by  Itaalf* 

At  the  beginning*  before  the  or  genian  became  adapted  to  all  thla^  I  could  not 
alaap*  but  now  eTcorything  is  in  ordav* 

Along  tha  edge  of  the  baain  ia  a  bench  on  the  beck  of  which  a  wriat  watch  ia 
hung*  Thia  bench  ia  anally  oceupiae  by  duty  peraonnal  who  feed  him  literally  by 
apoon«  read  aloud  newapapara  and  booka  to  him  and  at  night  time  they  protect  his 
sleep*  Does  ha  becooe  bored?  eertaiiUy*  especially  for  traaa*  fresh  wind  and  aua^ 

And  that  ta  why  he  aUksd  for  reading  of  lhrgenaT*s  book  and  closed  hia  eyas  and  gnietly 
liatenad  to  the  ■  Notes  of  a  ttmteg  ** 

than  do  you  think  the  eaqperinant  will  be  orar?  The  initial  phase  has  already 
axpirad  and  the  doctors  suggested  that  I  gat  out***but  I  know  all  their  trido^  tlugr 
would  like  to  extend  the  test  to  as  long  as  possible*  Tbair  observations  will  than 
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btecoa  nor*  T>lniiMi««P>ua  aieans  that  Z  will  etay  bara  and  stay  hare*  So  I  laroniaad  tham» 
you  can  folly  eount  on  eooparation,  I  bara  enough  atrength  to  vithatand  this  far 
a  long  tma; 

ira  yon  thinking  of  the  future?  What  will  you  beecaM  after  ecapletlng  the  training 
a  taater?' 

I  do  think  lots  about  it*  aspaelaUy  ri^t  nov*  But  moat  likely  I  will  sign  ny 
at  a  oniTaraity  for  pfaysies«*» 

Area*t  you  draandng  about  the  eosaomf" 

Oiat  is  vly  I  wish  to  learn  physics*  to  beecne  a  aanaoBaut* 

The  doctor  is  motioning  to  ns  that  it  is  tine  to  eat  it  oat* 

Good  hay  lasyai  Zbo  had  I  cannot  sgueza  your  band*  but  proadsa  after  the  training 
to  Tisit  with  os  at  the  IzTestlya* 

With  pleasure*  he  answeres  and  for  a  slight  second  he  raises  his  band*  The  skla 
on  the  fingers  was  swollen  and  turned  whited 

At  the  door  the  dootor  aays  ^lietly  to  nee 

He  has  already  established  a  world  reeord*llo  ana  has  withstood  the  test  for  aaeh 
a  long  period* 

I  throw  a  beekward  ^Lanee  in  the  nasin  lies  notionleasly  the  tester*  Tens  of  days 
of  sleepless  TigUanoe  are  passing  for  one  the  pilots  )naTigBtors)  of  the  coanonaats* 
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